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Diverse approaches to successful singing in Primary settings 

What counted as high quality? 
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•  A confident model of vocal leader 
•  Pupils are actively engaged for a high percentage of time across the 

session 
•  The pupils’ voice is dominant within the session, either being expressed in 

song or used to question, reflect and review their own progress 
•  A musical beginning and ending to the session are evidenced – where 

the vocal leader establishes a ‘way of being’ within the session 
•  The criteria for success are made explicit and reinforced throughout the 

session 
•  Pupil performance is monitored and assessed and musically informed 

feedback instantly provided, with clear indications of how to improve 
•  Achievement is celebrated and valued and related to the criteria for 

success 
•  A suitably paced session is evidenced – such as a fast paced session that 

builds to a crescendo, or a more intermittent pace that allows space for 
discussion 

•  A range of approaches are used to address the success criteria so as to 
enable all types of learners at all stages of vocal development to 
improve 

•  Learning is placed within a wider context of pupils’ lives 

Good or outstanding sessions are more likely  
to contain the following elements... 

	



Less successful sessions are more likely to contain 
an absence of the elements listed above, as well as: 

	

•  Achievement is celebrated with global or blanket praise or 
without specific focused feedback that enables the pupils to 
improve 

•  The pacing of the session is weak, or lacks momentum 
•  Pupils are passively engaged or disengaged for a high 

percentage of the session 
•  There is an over-reliance on talk instead of demonstrations by 

the vocal leader 
•  Learning takes place within a vacuum (for example, singing 

lyrics that the children do not understand) 
•  There is limited time for the pupil voice to be heard 
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